Midwifery Risk Management Policy

The purpose of a risk management policy is to provide parameters to guide the midwife in providing care to women and their unborn babies in a manner that optimizes outcomes for women, newborns, midwives and the physicians and other health care professionals with whom they collaborate.

This risk management policy delineates guidelines to assist in the effort to provide optimal care to women seen in midwifery practice. This policy is based on the expectations for practice as outlined by the American College of Nurse-Midwives (ACNM) in the descriptive documents Core Competencies for Basic Midwifery Practice and Standards for the Practice of Midwifery. 

This policy is specific to midwifery and women’s health practice, including primary care of women as defined by ACNM
. It is the expectation that every Certified Nurse-Midwife/Certified Midwife will incorporate the following components of risk management into their midwifery practice
.

1) Key Components of the Midwifery Quality Management Plan

a) Delineate and demonstrate application of the midwife’s

b) Individual scope of practice

c) Practice guidelines

i) Identification of parameters for

ii) Independent or collaborative midwifery care

d) Transfer of care

e) Mechanism(s) for individualized client risk assessment

2) Mechanism(s) for collaborative care as defined by ACNM
,

a) Participate in quality management in accordance with ACNM recommendations

i) Quality Assurance

ii) Documentation methods & content

b) Procedures and practice systems

i) Peer review process

ii) Midwifery practice review 

c) Outcome or diagnosis based review

i) Quality improvement, evaluation of

ii) Client satisfaction

iii) Clinical outcomes

3) Appropriate use of technology

a) Participate in relevant ongoing measures to assure and validate quality professional midwifery practice

b) Continuing education

i) Current education on clinical topics relevant to the individual midwife’s practice

ii) Update of current policies & recommendations for practice as outlined by the midwives’ local, state & national organizations or regulatory agencies

c) Awareness of current legal authority, statute, rules & regulations governing midwifery practice

d) Participation in hospital or healthcare organization quality management functions

e) Participation in professional organizations related to midwifery practice
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